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President’s Message 

 

Dear Badgers, 

It is with great sadness that I must inform you that 

lifetime member Wil Ward recently passed away. Last 

month, we learned that Wil, who had probably held 

every office in the club, including show chair, was 

released from the hospital, following cardiac 

complications. The club promptly sent a flower 

arrangement and card to his home, where we wished 

him the best on his recovery. At our last meeting, we 

had also voted to name the annual picnic, which will be 

held next month, the Wil Ward Annual Picnic, in his 

honor. He will be sorely missed by all who knew him, 

and his selfless accomplishments, over decades of 

service on behalf of the BLGS, will long be remembered.  

As recounted by treasurer Daisy Peterson, the club did 

very well, in both attendance and net income, at our 

2012 annual show. Our two-day attendance reached 

946 people, slightly greater than any figure attained 

over the previous four years. Net income was also 

substantial, and will enable to club to continue doing 

the kinds of things that we have enjoyed in the past, 

such as subsidizing a portion of the Christmas banquet 

expenses. We also voted to host a 2013 show, with Teri 

agreeing to serve again as show chair. So we may begin 

to plan a renewal of our most complicated, yet 

rewarding, form of community service. 

 

 

The collecting season is now pretty much upon us. Last 

weekend was the first collecting trip of the year for 

fossil cephalopods to Graf, Iowa, and after the meeting 

this month, members will be visiting the Rufer Quarry in 

Monroe, for either minerals (e.g., pyrite, sphalerite, and 

galena) or fossils. Later on this month is a collecting trip 

for Lake Superior agates to Bellevue, Iowa. And 

numerous field trips are being arranged over the 

summer. 

You’ll find a 2012 list of members and their contact 

information enclosed within this newsletter. I’ve 

adapted it from the online Editgrid, which is also 

maintained by Daisy. It has been two years since a 

similar list was published, so it is overdue. Please let 

Daisy or I know of any errors found or changes needed 

in the membership list.  

I wish you well in your upcoming collecting endeavors, 

both club-related and personal, and look forward to 

hearing about those experiences from you later this 

year. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jordan D. Marché II 

BLGS President   



Officer Roster: 

 
President 

Jordan Marche’ 
5415 Lost Woods Ct 
Oregon, WI 53575 
608-835-2653 
jdmarcheii@gmail.com 
 
Vice-President, Field Trip Chair 

Dan Trocke 
4771 County II 
Highland, WI 53543 
608-935-0597 
dtrocke@acscm.com 
 
Secretary 

Ralph Burgener 
602 4th Street 
Brodhead, WI 53520  
608-897-2824 
doorstop58@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Daisy Peterson 
W4647 County Rd FF 
Monroe, WI 53566 
608-328-1523 
daisyjovilu@gmail.com 
 
Editor 

Laurie Trocke 
4771 CTH II 
Highland, WI 53543 
608-935-0597  
lor3@netscape.com 
 
Show Chairperson 

Teri Marche’ 
5415 Lost Woods Court 
Oregon, WI 53575 
608-835-2653 
tmarche@usnetizen.com 
 
Officer at Large 

Marv Hanner 
PO Box 201 
Juda, WI 53550 
608-934-2001 
tnmins@tds.net 
 

 

 

Club Calendar 

 

May 12th: Meeting: Monroe Library – Quarry Trip 
 
May 26th: Field Trip: Belleville, IA 
 
June 9th: Meeting: Wil Ward Memorial Picnic – 

Monroe, WI 
 
June 23rd: Field Trip: Door County, WI 
 
July 14th: Field Trip: Shullsburg, WI 
 
July 28th: Field Trip: MN – Celebration of Agates 

Show 
 
Aug 11th: Field Trip: Utica, IL 
 
Aug 25th: Field Trip: Upper Michigan 
 
Sept 8th: Meeting: Monroe Library – Show & Tell 
 
Sept 22nd: Field Trip: Cedar Rapids, IA Area 
 
Oct 13th: Meeting: Trocke’s Farm – Lapidary Day 
 
Oct 27th: Field Trip: Cedarburg, WI and Lake 

Michigan 
 
Nov 10th:  Meeting: Monroe Library – Soap Stone 

Carving 
 
Dec 8th: Meeting: Monroe, WI – Annual 

Christmas Party 
 
Note: There are no field trips in November & December 

due to the Holidays. 
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Meeting Minutes April 14, 2012 

This month’s meeting activity was hand polishing led by 

Teri Marche.  She also did a slide show presentation of 

her trip to the Tucson rock show. 

The meeting was called to order by club president 

Jordan Marche. 

Guest this month was Steve Hummel and his children, 

Alaya, Brock and Jaydan.  They were invited by Neil & 

Linda Trickel.  Also joining us was a past member Steve 

Holmes. 

There were no meeting minutes to approve from the 

March meeting.  

Next up was Daisy Peterson with the treasurer’s report.  

The Rock and Gem show was a big success.  The 

attendance was up while the advertising cost was 

down. This year’s show did better than the last two 

years.  Most of the show expenses have been paid with 

only a few things still not in. Overall the club is in good 

standing.  Jordan thanked Daisy for her talk to the 

optimist club in Monroe. They were a big help with the 

advertising. 

April announcements and reminders were next. The 

field trip this month will be to the Grotto in Dickeyville 

WI, then on to Graf, IA to collect fossils. It is planned for 

Saturday April 28. Teri Marche will send an email with a 

map to the Grotto and Dan Trocke will send instructions 

and a map to get to the collecting site in Graf, IA.  Wil 

Ward is home from the hospital.  Dan Trocke made a 

motion the club send a flower arrangement to his 

home.  It was seconded by Daisy.  Motion voted on and 

passed. Dan will have Laurie send something through 

her workplace.  He sent around a card for everyone to 

sign. Dan also made a motion to name the club’s annual 

picnic after Wil to honor him for all his years of 

participation and hard work as a member.  Daisy 

Peterson seconded.  Motion voted on and passed. 

The first door prize was won by Erin Trocke.  It was a 

nice Squad Fossil.  Because we had no door prizes for 

the February meeting we had double prizes this month.  

Teri Marche won a very nice piece of Prehnite.  

The next item on the agenda is old business.  Dan asked 

if anyone knows who has the club genie.  Whoever has 

it, please contact Dan.  

The second door prize was won by Garrett Grunwald.  It 

was a very nice agate geode.  The second, second door 

prize was a piece of Calcite and Aragonite won by Karen 

Rusch.    

New business was next. The club owns a small Star 

combo grinding unit that is at Dan’s house with the 

other equipment.  It‘s in need of some repairs. Dan said 

he can bring it to a meeting if someone would be 

interested in working on it to get it back into useable 

condition.  If interested please contact Dan.  Dan made 

a motion that we have a club Rock and Gem show again 

next.  Daisy seconded the motion.  Motion voted on and 

passed. Teri Marche will continue as show chair for next 

year.  

Teri was next with show business. She gave thanks to 

everyone that helped with the show this year. She 

recognizes several of the members for their extra work 

to make the show a success. She gave a special thank 

you gift to the Trocke family, Dave and Donna Reese, 

Daisy and John Peterson, the Hoxie family, Brian and 

Cindy Green,  Jordan Marche and Ralph Burgener. She 

also thanked everyone who helped with the children’s 

games, club table and the door. Next year’s show date 

will be set sometime in July after the school’s schedule 

has been set for next year. Teri will send a thank you 

letter to the school to recognize the great job the 

custodian does to help with the show. Daisy asked that 

the Boy scouts be allowed to come in early next year 

again for education purposes. She also touched base on 

a few things related to the show. She asked for input on 

some of the different areas of the show, such as did we 

have enough bags and wrapping papers at the club 

table? Did we have enough change at the club table, 

fish pond, spinner game and other kid’s games? She 

also said the feedback for the mystery game was huge. 

She asked that next year we use a color tag system at 

the club sale table to help keep the sales slips separate. 

Daisy will talk to Jack Hoxie about any outstanding 

charges from the radio ad.  

The last door prizes were won by Harold Carter who 

won a shark tooth. Brock Hummel who chose a club 



mineral calendar and Ralph Burgener won a nice 

amethyst stalactite. 

Thank you to Dave and Donna Reese for the wonderful 

treats. Next month will be a short meeting then off to 

the Rufer Quarry for fossils.  No treats at the meeting so 

you might want to pack a lunch. 

Teri Marche made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Deborah Grunwald seconded the motion.  Motion voted 

on, meeting was adjourned.  

Submitted by Ralph Burgener 

 

Monroe Quarry Fieldtrip  

Place: Local Quarry in Monroe, WI 

Date: This Saturday!, May 12th, 2012 

Contact Person: RSVP to Dan Trocke, Ph # 608-215-
5307 or email dtrocke@acscm.com 

Meeting Time & Place: We will start our normal meeting 
at the Monroe Library @ 10:00 AM. This will be a short 
meeting. Anyone going to the quarry should meet us at 
11:15 at the Monroe Library 2nd floor meeting room. At 
11:30 we'll leave the library and head to the quarry. 
When we get to the quarry we’ll have a quick safety talk 
and then go in as a group. Please do not head down to 
the quarry early! This makes us look unorganized and 
jeopardizes future trips.  

What to bring: This is an active quarry so Hard Hats 
and Safety Glasses are required. Sack Lunch, as we 
will be eating lunch in Quarry., hard rock bustin' tools 
such as Geologist and Masons hammers, chisels (with 
handguard is best), sledgehammers, pry bars, 
sunscreen and plenty of water and liquids! I will bring the 
club chop saw. 

What we will hopefully find: Fossils (horn coral, 
cephalopods, cerarus sp. trilobites, shells), minor 
sphalerite, galena, calcite, & iridescent pyrite. The 
sharpest things here are cephalopod cavities filled with 
pyrite xls! 

Notes: We have permission to visit two quarries, which 
are located across the road from each other. We will 
enter quarry as a group and leave the quarry as a group 
(no single stragglers hanging out alone). No bathroom 
facilities in quarry. This has been an excellent producing 
quarry. Hardhats must be worn in the quarry and we 
should stay back a safe distance (a bounce and a half at 

least) from any high walls, leave the place as clean or 
cleaner than we found it, do not block or dig in any 
obvious roadways, stay off and away from any structures 
or machinery in the quarry, etc.. This trip is opened to all 
MWF members. 

Please be aware that we ask for special permission from 
the owner to visit this site just once per year, so please 
take advantage of visiting this site as a group when it is 
scheduled. Please do not contact the owner for 
additional access or visit the site without permission. 
This could lose access for everyone. 

Thanks and hope to see you this Saturday, 

Dan Trocke 

Badger Lapidary & Geological Society, Inc. 

Home: 608-935-0597 

Cell: 608-215-5307 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Mineral Events 

May 11-13—COLUMBIA, MISSOURI:  
Central Missouri Rock & Lapidary Club; Boone County 
Fairgrounds; 5212 N. Oakland Gravel Rd.; Fri. 10-7, Sat. 
9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $5, seniors and students $3, 
children (under 11) free; admission good all 3 days, 
demonstrations, special kids' mine; bobmc@socket.net  
May 12—BIGLERVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA:  
Central Penn Rock Club, Franklin County Rock Club; 
South Mountain Fairgrounds; 615 Narrows Rd., outdoor 
pavilion; Sat. 8-3; adults $1, children free; 
tsmith1012@comcast.net  
May 17-20—SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA:  
1st annual Grassy Creek Mineral & Gem Show; Parkway 
Fire & Rescue; Parkway Fire & Rescue bldg.; 12966 S. 
Hwy. 226 South; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
6; free admission; collisdonna@yahoo.com  
May 18-20—JOPLIN, MISSOURI:  
6th Annual Outdoor Rock Swap; Tri State Gem & 
Mineral Society; Schifferdecker swimming pool parking 
lot; Schifferdecker Park, 7th and Schifferdecker Ave.; Fri. 
9-6, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-4; free admission;  
jmc-cwiseman@sbcglobal.net  
May 18-20—SOUTHGATE, MICHIGAN:  
Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Society; Southgate 
Arena; 14700 Reaume Pkwy., off Dix Hwy., between 
Eureka and Northline; Fri. 2-7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5; 
adults $4, seniors $3, students $1, children (under 
12) free; Richinmich53@aol.com; Web site: 
MMLS.us  
May 19-20—WAUWATOSA, WISCONSIN:  
Wisconsin Geological Society; Greater Milwaukee Area; 
Muellner Bldg. at Hart Park, 72nd and W. State St.; Sat. 
10-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, students and children free; 22 
dealers, lapidary supplies, tools, books, rough material, 
slabs, finished specimens, cabochons, jewelry, carvings, 
fossils, children’s activities, exhibits, displays, 
presentations; contact Paul Schmidt, (414) 771-8668; e-
mail: pvs@wi.rr.com  
May 26-27—WHEATON, ILLINOIS:  
36th annual show & sale; Chicagoland Gems & Minerals 
Association; Dupage County Fairgrounds; 2015 W. 
Manchester Rd.; Sat. 10-6; adults $5, seniors and students $3, 
children (under 13) free; e-mail: cgma@sbcglobal.net; Web 
site: www.chicagolandgemshow.orgdemonstrations, 
wirewrapping, cabbing, flintknapping, fluorescent room, 
dealers; contact Liz Fuher, (262) 246-6684; e-mail: 
lfuher51@yahoo.com; Web site: fromtherockroom.com  

Upcoming Events 

11 Madison - Isthmus A la Carts. Isthmus is serving up 
Isthmus a la Carts, the first Madison area food cart festival and 
we want you to be a part of it! Madison's diversity of food cart 
vendors, culture of foodies and adventurous eaters make this 
festival a natural fit for our city. Olin Park. Event starts at 
4:00PM and ends at 8:00PM. For more information call (608) 
251-5627 ext. 122.  

 

12 Baraboo - Baraboo Fair on the Square. 25th annual, 
drive up, on street set-up, free coffee and donuts for 
exhibitors, food court, beer garden, farmers' market, Kind's 
Zone, live entertainment. 9AM - 4PM. Admission free. 
Downtown Business District: Third and Fourth Streets. For 
more information call (608) 356-2937.  

13 Statewide - Happy Mothers Day. Have A Great And 
Relaxing Mothers Day!  

17 Janesville - Local Artisan Fair. Meet the local artisans of 
Cottage Garden Gallery and shop an expanded selection of 
their works. With jewelry, pottery, gourd, metal and wood art, 
along with garden decor, it is a true delight to admire. Stroll 
through the Gardens before or after shopping - you can't do 
that at the mall! A cash bar will also be available. Rotary 
Botanical Gardens, 1455 Palmer Drive. For more information 
call (608) 752-3885.  

18 - 20 Fitchburg - Fitchburg Days. Welcome to Fitchburg 
Days 2012. Live music, carnival rides, local food vendors, 
Softball game, fireworks and childrens' tent. 2930 Chapel 
Valley Road. For more information call (608) 663-5703.  

18 - 20 Oconomowoc - Wisconsin State Polka Festival. Ten 
great bands play non-stop, free parking, food and drink 
available, a raffle and announcement of the scholarship 
winner. 1350 Royale Mile Road. For more information call 
(262) 894-6998 

19 - 20 Burlington - Pioneer Woodland Rendezvous. 
Visitors will see and visit with the pioneers at their campsites 
as the take a leisurely walk around the beautiful Seno forest 
trails. Some of the skills demonstrated include wooden toy 
making, flax processing, woodworking, yarn spinning, 
trapping, frontier surveyor, music and games. 3606 Dyer Lake 
Road. For more information call (262) 539-3222.  

May 19 - Jun 17 Chippewa Falls - Chippewa Valley 
Renaissance Faire 2012. Enjoy five big weekends of music, 
magic, jousters, jesters, artisan shoppes, gourmet delights and 
entertainment fit for a king! Huzzah! The GLEE parody, the 
troll bridge, Midnight University (wizard school for kids), 
woodland creatures, fairy nests, Men in Tights, archery 
championship daily vs. Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves and 
much more. 2302 Nelson Road. For more information call 
(715) 723-9999.  

19 - 20 Janesville - Janesville Renaissance Faire. 5 stages of 
music and variety performers, 40+ Vendors. This fundraising 
event features handmade crafts, music, comedy, 
swordfighting, cannons and the best in food and drink! Call 
for admission info - under 5 free. $1 off Adult Admission with 
donation of non-perishable food item. Traxler Park, 600 N. 
Main St.. Event starts at 10:00AM and ends at 6:00PM. For 
more information call (608) 289-0699.  

19 - 20 Stoughton - Syttende Mai Festival. Celebrating its 
Norwegian heritage, Stoughton offers parades, arts & crafts 
fair, Run/Walk, costumed-style show, and authentic 
Norwegian food and dance. Sat 9AM -5PM, Sun 10AM - 
3PM. Admission: purchase of SMF button. Downtown 
Stoughton. For more information call (608) 873-8082.  

 

 

www.chicagolandgemshow.org


A Fluorite Tale by Teri Marché 

 I hate to use a tired old cliché but last weekend 

truth really was stranger than fiction. It actually started 

in Tucson last February, when we were given 

information about a quarry owner in Elizabethtown, IL 

who would truck fluorite material into his quarry, and 

sometimes let folks dig. So when Mike Riesch and I 

finally got an Illinois trip together, we determined to 

check it out. A call to the Hastie Quarry preceded the 

trip; we were to call again the day before we were 

ready to visit.  

 That didn’t exactly work out, so there we were 

on Saturday morning, driving past Rosiclaire to 

Elizabethtown, hunting information about the quarry. 

The town is a small Ohio river town, down 

on its luck, with a tiny main street of mostly 

empty storefronts. As we pulled up to the 

town’s stop sign, I saw two fellows chatting 

on the porch of an abandoned restaurant. 

One of them, the older of the two, was well 

informed about the Hastie Quarries because he had 

worked in them for years. He informed us that the 

quarry we wanted was actually back down the road in 

Rosiclaire. Rather than try to give us directions, he 

offered to show us the way.  

 During our conversation, I asked if he knew 

anyone with fluorite for sale.  Actually he did, but for 

love or money, he just could not remember the actual 

name of the father-son duo who were known locally as 

the “Smothers Brothers” for the comical stories they 

tell. These two were still mining fluorite and were 

somehow connected to Hastie. They live outside of 

town, down a lane between two houses so it looks like 

the driveway to one house, but it is not. Anyway, he 

could not recall the name or describe how to get to the 

house. So we followed him to Rosiclaire. 

 The quarry gate was half open, but he told us 

that meant the fellow was there to collect samples for 

testing. Hastie was not there and we should not go in. 

Instead we should go to the other quarry in Cave-in-

Rock where there would be someone in the office to 

talk to. OK, thanks, and back we go through 

Elizabethtown to the other quarry where we spoke to  

 

the secretary who informed us that we’d missed Hastie 

by an hour, that what he trucks into Rosiclaire is 

bagged, processed fluorite, and try again in an hour or 

so when Hastie may be back.  

 I suggested we visit the fluorite museum in 

Rosiclaire to kill some time, so off we go, back through 

Elizabethtown to Rosiclaire. We missed the turn to the 

museum, and 

ended up at the 

Ohio River where I 

just had to walk 

down the shore a 

bit. On the way 

back through 

town, we saw another older fellow going into the Dollar 

Store. I called out to him for directions to the museum, 

which he kindly provided, mentioning however, that the 

museum was closed. So I asked him about folks with 

fluorite for sale. Now this is where it gets weird. 

 Sure he knew someone selling fluorite, and if 

we wanted to follow him home, he’d happily sell us 

some. So we waited 

while he finished some 

errands in Rosiclaire 

and then followed him 

back through 

Elizabethtown, off 

onto a side road and 

down a lane between 

two houses that looks 

like a driveway to one but is not. Yes, he mines fluorite 

with his son and grandson on land leased from Hastie. 

Yup, it was the same guy. What are the chances? 

 Greg, Gary, and Walter Griffith are truly a hoot! 

They are a goldmine of local lore, and a great source of 

mining history told in the most entertaining way. They 

bill themselves as Griffith Fluorite and Fluorspar, 

providing Fluorite Diamonds and Specimens. Specimens 

are displayed on racks out back. They put them outside 

in the weather for cleaning. The really pricey stuff is 

kept in a pair of old refrigerators for protection.  



 Their mine produces 

water-clear fluorite from 

which they create the 

“diamonds,” actually 

octahedrons cleaved from 

lower quality material. They 

must spend hours doing this, 

all three of them, because they have gazillions of all 

sizes and colors. They’ll show you how it is done, slick as 

can be! There is also plenty of purple fluorite, pale 

purple-pink fluorite, and clear fluorite colored green-

gray by marcasite. They also have some galena, honey-

colored calcite and “raccoon tail” rock (banded with 

white barite). 

 We picked out 

some specimens and 

diamonds, petted their St. 

Bernard, laughed at their 

stories, and had a generally 

great time before heading 

out, hours later, to dig some 

fluorite of our own. But 

we’ll be back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Field Trip 

AGATES!! 

More information coming soon!                                                  

                                              

 

                                       

 

                                                                          

 

 



2012 BLGS Member List 
 

Archie & Janet Bruce 205 Hastings Way SW Poplar Grove, IL 61065 336-253-6005 

Ralph & Marsha 

Burgener 602 4th Street Brodhead, WI 53520 608-897-2824 

Harold Carter P.O. Box 36 Earlville, IL 60518 815-246-9361 

David & Susan Cress 1816 Elizabeth Street Janesville, WI 53548 608-752-7262 

Duane & Therese 

Cushing 11717 Waida Avenue 

Machesney Park, IL 

61115 815-282-6713 

Johnny C. Fay 414 Ridge Court Wauconda, IL 60084 847-526-0621 

Tom & Dar Gitchel 1851 West Winneshiek Road Freeport, IL 61032 815-238-6216 

Brian & Cindy Green P.O. Box 396 Warren, IL 61087 815-745-2228 

Deborah Grunwald & 

son 8925 Far View Road Mazomanie, WI 53560 608-206-2071 

Marv Hanner P.O. Box 201 Juda, WI 53550 608-934-2001 

Gary & Diana Henson 506 Sparrow Drive Edgewater, FL 32141 386-426-2457 

Erich Hessner 108 1/2 Cherry Street Janesville, WI 53548 608-345-6430 

Bud & Maggie Higgins 645 Tracy Ferry Road (341) 

Mountain Home, AR 

72653 870-491-5995 

Jack & Kim Hoxie N7863 County P Whitewater, WI 53181 262-472-0804 

Jordan Marche 5415 Lost Woods Court Oregon, WI 53575 608-835-2653 

Teri Marche 5415 Lost Woods Court Oregon, WI 53575 608-835-2653 

Betty Marrandino 321 East McKenney Street Dixon, IL 61021 815-288-6009 

Joyce Parriott 1010 South Logan Street Lena, IL 61048 815-367-2345 

John & Daisy Peterson W4647 County FF Monroe, WI 53566 608-328-1523 

Dave & Donna Reese 6388 Nimitz Road Loves Park, IL 61111 815-885-1410 

Mike & Ruth Riesch 7599 Fifield Road Gillett, WI 54124 920-855-6132 

Cathy Romeis 

7010 West Grange Avenue, 

#315 Greendale, WI 53129 414-433-9474 

Tyrel & Danielle Rouse 234 Randolph Drive, #114 Madison, WI 53717 608-235-2865 

Tom & Karen Rusch 8755 Country Shire Lane Spring Grove, IL 60081 815-675-6498 

Clay & Maxine Schroll 1238 West Stephenson Street Freeport, IL 61032 815-233-2136 

Ken Schweitzer 1895 Parknoll Lane Washington, WI 53074 262-268-7267 

Susan Stanforth 850 Palau Parkway Rockford, IL 61108 815-229-4009 

Ted Tinker 104 South Academy Street Janesville, WI 53548 608-359-1991 

Neal & Linda Trickel 1911 10th Street Monroe, WI 53566 608-325-2571 

Daniel Trocke 4771 County II Highland, WI 53543 

608-215-5307 

[c] 

Laurie Trocke 4771 County II Highland, WI 53543 608-935-0597 

Donna Watts P.O. Box 164 Albany, WI 53502 608-210-6751 

Jim Windsor 1101 West Main Street, Apt. 1 Safford, AZ 85546 928-348-0755 

June Windsor 131 Nora Court 

Mountain Home, AR 

72653 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wil Ward Remembered 

Dear Badgers.  It is with very heavy heart that I am writing to inform you that longtime member of the rock club, Wil Ward, 
passed away succumbing to the abrupt illness that struck him earlier this year. An email from Wil's son informed us that 
Wil passed away on April 24th. Unfortunately the email didn’t reach the club until just recently so the delay in announcing 
Wil’s passing to all of you could not be helped.   

Wil was a much respected, much loved friend to all in the Badger Rock Club and will be missed in earnest.  I am glad that 
my family and I joined the club in time to get to know Wil and can now only wish I had gotten to know him better.  I learned 
I could count on Wil to always give a friendly handshake, smile and kind word.  His genuine interest in the welfare of the 
people in the club was also apparent from his generous nature, supportive discussions, and wise advice offered when 
most needed.  Perhaps the club member who knew Wil best is Dave Zimmerman.  I was hoping Dave could be contacted 
in time to write this remembrance about Wil, but I haven’t been able to reach him.  Dave was quick to send a very nice 
letter to the club with some thoughts about Wil when he first heard Wil’s illness was serious.  Dave never intended the 
letter to be printed in memoriam, but I feel the letter pays due honors to the debt we owe wil Ward and describes some of 
what made Wil special to the club, and so I’ve included the letter below.   Incidentally, it was Dave Zimmerman’s 
suggestion in his letter below that we name the club picnic after Wil Ward.  It was a great idea and passed by unanimous 
vote at our last meeting.    

On 4/4/12, David Zimmerman wrote: 

> Hey Gang, 

 I hope the show went well and that the weather cooperated as good as it can.  I do actually miss the show-time down 
there! 

It saddens me to hear the news about Wil, but it does not come as a surprise….remembering that he left an MSHA 
meeting once to drive himself to the hospital while having a heart-attack.  

If memory serves me right, Wil was not a founding member, having joined in the club’s second year of existence. That 
certainly should not downplay the HUGE role he has served in making the club what it is today though. Not only has he 
served in almost all of the club’s officer rolls, (including President, VP, and Treasurer), he was the Show Chair for many 
years and also was the Field Trip Chair as well. He, undoubtedly, is the longest active member that the club has ever had.  
When I was President of the club, I had to preside while Bill Figi was laid to rest, and there were calls to honor him with a 
memorial or  such…donning his name on the show, or the newsletter, and such. I resisted that at the time, thinking that 
the club has had many giant members in the history of the club and we have never named something after them, and the 
thought of a precedence was a bit much for me. I do wish, in retrospect, that I would’ve done more at the time.  

I think I wrangled Wil into accepting a Lifetime Membership many years ago, which he reluctantly accepted, but I would 
urge the club to consider something a bit more appropriate for a man that has done so much for the club. I’m not even 
sure if naming something after him would be the right avenue, but possibly naming the annual picnic might be an idea. 
Maybe naming a gold-brick after him, or an annual award….the Wil Ward Award sure rolls of the tongue nicely. And the 
Willy goes to…..I’m sure many people will have lots of good ideas, but I do hope that the club decides to do something in 
appreciation. I really think that the club would not exist, or would be in a much reduced capacity if it were not for his work 
back in the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s. Unfortunately there are no other members left in the club that remember all the hard work 
that he has done over the years with the club. 

Wishing you all the best and success. 

The Badger Crack-Pot-Historian, 

Dave 
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