2012 Press Release

Who:      Badger Lapidary and Geological Society, a non profit organization since 1965

What:     42nd annual Rock, Mineral, Fossil and Gem Show.

Where:   Monroe Senior High School, 1600 26th Street, Monroe, Wisconsin

When:    March 31 and April 1, 2012, 9-5 both days.

Cost:
    Free will donation, free parking 

Why:      To educate the public on natural sciences in a fun and festive way. 

Contact: Teri Marché at 608.835.2653 or tmarche@usnetizen.com


Website: www.badgerrockclub.org  

It is that time of the year again…time for our large annual show! As always, we would love to have a listing in your calendar of events, public service announcements, or a feature done on our show. It is one of the finest shows in the Midwest of this sort, and best of all it is LOCAL! Not to mention it is one of the longest running shows of its kind in the Nation. To see similar items, you may need to travel to Chicago Field Museum or further! If we can be of any service to you or your organization, please let us know. We can offer free meal tickets, as prizes or compliments, as well as provide personnel to give interviews, etc. This is our main form of advertising, so we do appreciate any plug that we can get with your group. If you plan on doing a feature, and would like assistance, please give me a call at 608.835.2653. I’d be happy to send out some pictures of previous shows as well. Thanks for helping us again this year. 

I would also like to individually thank Channel 3 WISC, Channel 15 WMTV, Big Easy 93.7, WORT, WEKZ, and many, many other organizations, especially the dozens and dozens of newspapers for their wonderful support for past shows. 

Lastly, if you know any colleagues, or other organizations that would enjoy this notification, please forward this email to them today! Thanks again for your support.

Monroe Rock Club Hosts

42nd Annual Jewelry, Mineral, Fossil and Gem Show.

Pop Quiz:  

What is one of the longest running festivals in Green County? 


If you said the “Rock and Gem Show”, you’d be right! 

What is one of the Midwest’s largest rock and gem shows doing here, in Monroe Wisconsin? 


I don’t have a good answer for that one, other than we have a lot of people in the area who are 
interested in nature, crafts, and family activities. 

 Ok, final question; Are rocks really that interesting? 


Well, let’s see, they make movies like Jurassic Park about dinosaurs; Most men and women out 
there wear jewelry with stones that may be worth thousands of dollars; American Indians have 
valued certain types of stones for many millennia; Scores of miners have met their death out west 
in the 1800’s to find riches in Gold and Silver; and you may have even found a stone in your back 
yard that looks like a diamond!!  

You can just skip to the next article if you don’t find any of that interesting!  

For those who have kept reading, you might find the upcoming Jewelry, Mineral, Fossil, and Gem Show on March 31st and April 1st very interesting.  It is again hosted at the Monroe Senior High School by the Badger Lapidary and Geological Society and the hours are from 9am to 5pm both days.  The society believes the show should be both an educational experience as well as an entertaining show that is very affordable for families. It is often likened to a “Traveling Museum” with a carnival atmosphere, as many of the items seen here can otherwise be seen only in the big museums around the country.  Parking is free, admission is a free-will donation, and many of the kids’ activities are either free or cost no more than one dollar to participate. 

New this year is an interactive show theme, the Agata Crystally Mystery the will lead visitors through all facets of the show on the Quest for the Crystal Badger. Like a scavenger hunt, the Quest will entail uncovering a series of clues that contain puzzles and games that inform visitors about rocks, gems, and fossils as well as local mines and mining lore. Those who successfully discover the location of the Crystal Badger will receive nice prizes. This game is not just for the kids (we have lots of other activities for them as well!); this is for the whole family.

Back by popular demand this year, is the walk-in black light room, where ordinary minerals will fluorescently glow beautiful colors of greens, blues, reds, yellows, and striking combinations of all the colors.  If you have not seen this before, it will absolutely astonish the old and young alike, as it appears to be a magic trick.  Experts will be on hand to explain the true science behind this phenomenal natural wonder.  

Many seasoned attendees come just for our outstanding speaker schedule, and this year promises to be one of the best in the show’s history!

Saturday at 1:30pm, Stephen Ballou, technician, Geology Department, Beloit College will present an account of his own experiences in Meteorite Hunters in the Great Alone: The Search for Cosmic Visitors in Antarctica. For those interested in meteorites and/or Antarctic exploration this will be a rare opportunity! The second talk on Saturday will be at 3:00pm, and we are honored to have Mike Riesch, BLGS club member, and owner/curator of Earthaven Museum in Gillet, WI speaking about Mineral Giants: The World’s Largest Mineral Crystals. This talk promises to be both astounding and gorgeous! 

Sunday’s talks start at 1:30pm with Kevin Ponzio of Earth Prospecting & Mining Co. in Plymouth, WI who will reprise a program he gave for a club meeting last year. Flint Knapping will include information about the history, materials and methods used in this ancient craft, as well as demonstrations of the processes. This is truly back by popular demand!

Our last talk, on Sunday at 3:00, will be given by Aaron Laurent, a senior student in the Geology Department, Beloit College. He will present work he is currently doing on The White Rock Pluton of Colorado: Intrusion & Metamorphism. This will be an insider’s view of the current problems and scientific methods of geological research 

Demonstrators will again be on hand this year, showing the crowds their artistic skills as they shape and grind ugly stones into fancy jewelry by faceting, shaping, grinding, and polishing.

The kids’ area again will be full of activities, with the highlight being Fossil Casting. For just 50 cents children will choose an actual fossil, create a mold, and cast their own, take-home fossil reproduction.  The casting methods and materials used are those used by paleontologists in the field. Added to that, there will be the perennial favorite Fishpond, where they get to “fish” for sacks of minerals for only 25 cents.  This is another subsidized activity which may include minerals, fossils and crystals to help kids start their own collections. Our roaming Rock Wizard will be there to help kids and adults identify rocks that they bring in, or find at the show. Other activities include the Spinner Game and Miner’s Quarry. All children receive a special ticket at the door that they may choose to use for one FREE turn at the Fossil Casting or a chance to dig in the Miner’s Quarry! 

Ten dealers from around the Midwest will offer specimens and jewelry from around the world.  Items for sale will include an exciting array of minerals with beautiful colors and crystal formations, fine jewelry, plant and animal fossils, polished and rough stones, lapidary supplies, books, and so much more.  Prices range from less than a dollar for beginner’s items, to thousand dollar museum pieces!  Dealers will hail the show from as far away as Minnesota and Missouri.  

In addition, the Green County Homemakers will once again be on hand with their delicious and affordable lunchtime favorites, imcluding their fantastic home-made pies and desserts. They are not only a valuable asset to the show, but their work her provides additional funding for their own charitable projects.

The Badger Lapidary and Geological Society is a non-profit organization founded in 1965 in Monroe, with the purpose of stimulating the interest of its members and the general public in the study of geology, paleontology, archeology, lapidary arts, beading, and mineralogy. Periodicals and books have been donated to local libraries and schools to further the public’s interest in science.  The club also has equipment and books available to its members, as well as an award-winning newsletter, and ever-popular field trips for collecting specimens.  

Rockhounding, as it is traditionally called, is a family hobby for anyone interested in nature, science, history, art, and good friendships.  Anyone interesting in joining the club can sign up at the membership table at the show or attend one of the monthly meetings, which are held at the Monroe Public Library, 925 16th Ave, on the second Saturday of each month, starting at 10:00am. Visitors are always welcome!  For more information about the show or the organization, please check out the club’s website at www.badgerrockclub.org  or contact the show chairman Teri Marché at 608-835-2653 or tmarche@usnetizen.com and find some more answers to why “rocks really are that interesting”!
